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Keywords: List the applicable keywords for your abstract, separated by commas. Choose from the list provided, or 
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Introduction/Background 

Provide some history and context for the problem or project you are addressing. This is a good place to include a 

reference or two to substantiate your topic. Use a superscript to denote the references.1 Place the period of your 

sentence BEFORE the superscript. If there are multiple references for the same sentence, separate them with 

commas.1,2 Note that this and all paragraphs are right-justified. There is only a single line-feed between paragraphs 

within a section. 

 

Methods 

How did you address the problem, or what did you do in your project? Be specific, bearing in mind that your reader 

may not be familiar with the context. It is a good idea to have someone read your draft who is not familiar with your 

project. Describe the methods in sequence. Clarity is essential here, especially considering you only have a small 

amount of space to explain what you have done. You may name a software product if it is central to the project, but 

the abstract should not be a “commercial” for the product. 

 

Results 

Describe what occurred as a result of your study or intervention. You may include a figure (Figure 1). Or you may 

include a table (Table 1). Or you may simply provide a brief summary of the results and note that you will provide 

more detailed figures and graphs in the poster presentation, as figures and tables take up a lot of space. Most figures 

don’t reproduce well within your space constraints. Brief tables can be effective. 

 

Figure 1: Figure Title 

 

Table 1: Table Title 

Column Header Column Header Column Header 
   

   

Discussion/Conclusion 

Do not repeat your results here. Instead, document your thoughts and recommendations based on what you learned 

(lessons learned can be very valuable). This is a good place to describe any further steps or additional plans based on 

your results. This section is followed by the References section. Place the header as shown below, and see the 

examples provided. 

The references are formatted in Vancouver Style EXCEPT that if there are more than three authors, just list the first 

three followed by “et al.”. You can find more examples, particularly those from internet resources, at 

https://www.scribbr.co.uk/referencing/vancouver-style/ 

If you are not sure how to abbreviate the journal, consult the NCBI database at 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/journals 
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